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IKAN Bowler: An Inspirational Journey and a Look at its Impact
 












Explore the story behind the closure of IKAN Bowler®, the revolutionary adaptive device that transformed bowling for power wheelchair users. Discover its impact, history, and the void it leaves in the world of adaptive sports.


In the panorama of adaptive sports technology, IKAN Bowler® has an irreplaceable spot. As an innovative device designed for power wheelchair users, it transformed the dream of bowling into a tangible reality. With its departure from the market and closure of its website, it's time to reflect upon the legacy it has left behind.



The IKAN Bowler®: An Overview
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IKAN Bowler: A Revolutionary Leap in Adaptive Sports
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	Official website：http://ikanbowler.com/ （shut down）
	Facebook Page：https://www.facebook.com/people/IKAN-Bowler/100065514098539/


IKAN Bowler History

The IKAN Bowler® originated from a desire to make bowling, a widely appreciated sport, accessible to individuals with significant physical challenges. The brainchild of inventor Claude Giguere, the device aimed to turn the concept of wheelchair bowling from a mere vision into a reality.

The IKAN Bowler® was a universally adaptive bowling device designed for use by wheelchair users, specifically those using power wheelchairs. The name “IKAN” is an acronym for “I Kan,” highlighting the empowering mission of the product. It was meant to give wheelchair users the ability to control the speed, direction, and timing of the bowling ball's release, making the sport of bowling not just accessible, but also competitive for them.

Over the years, the IKAN Bowler® received significant praise from its users, helping people with conditions such as Cerebral Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy, Spina Bifida, Spinal Cord Injuries, ALS, Multiple Sclerosis, and many others to participate in bowling. Users' testimonials showed the transformative impact the IKAN Bowler® had on their lives, providing them with a sense of accomplishment, joy, and an opportunity to engage in healthy competition.

However, despite its impactful presence in the world of adaptive sports, the IKAN Bowler® service and website eventually closed down. The details surrounding this closure aren't clear as of my last training data in September 2021, but the end of IKAN Bowler® undeniably marked the conclusion of a significant chapter in the sphere of adaptive sports.

Design and Functionality

The IKAN Bowler® stood out with its unique design. With easy attachment to any straight or sports-style legrests, it permitted wheelchair users to control the speed, direction, and timing of the bowling ball's release. This remarkable system altered the game's dynamics, enabling bowlers with diverse physical challenges to play on an equal footing with able-bodied individuals.

Users: A Broad Spectrum

The IKAN Bowler® catered to a vast range of power wheelchair users, from people with Cerebral Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy, Spina Bifida, Spinal Cord Injuries, to those living with ALS/Lou Gehrig’s disease, Multiple Sclerosis, and more. It was a beacon of hope for those yearning for an inclusive sport.



The Magnitude of the IKAN Bowler®



Personal Testimonials: The Power of Inclusion

The empowering experiences of IKAN Bowler® users were a testament to the profound impact it had on the adaptive sports community. People with quadriplegia and other mobility impairments shared tales of joy and empowerment as they outperformed able-bodied players.

Boost to Adaptive Sports: A Paradigm Shift

IKAN Bowler® didn't just level the playing field; it transformed perceptions about adaptive sports, pioneering a shift that enabled people with disabilities to compete genuinely in a sanctioned sport, showcasing that fun and inclusivity could coexist.



The Impact on Bowling Centers

The Crowd-pulling Phenomenon

When IKAN Bowler® users played, they drew crowds. These gatherings often resulted in increased patronage for bowling centers, as spectators stayed on to watch these inspirational players.

The Business Perspective: Increasing Revenue

From a business standpoint, the IKAN Bowler® attracted more customers, stimulating revenue growth. Bowling centers benefited from increased lane usage, food, and beverage sales.



The Unfortunate Closure
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End of an Era: IKAN Bowler® Shutdown

The closure of IKAN Bowler® brought an unfortunate pause to the incredible journey of a game-changing device. The news was met with disappointment from the adaptive sports community, marking the end of an era.

Community Reactions and Impact

The impact of IKAN Bowler®'s shutdown rippled through the community, leaving a void for many users who had found a fun and competitive outlet in bowling.



The Emergence of Potential Replacements

The discontinuation of IKAN Bowler® has led to the rise of potential replacements to fill the gap left in the adaptive sports landscape.

Bowling ball ramps

Bowling ramps are devices that allow individuals who are unable to throw a bowling ball to participate in bowling. Whether you're a parent looking for a way to introduce your child to the game, or you're searching for a solution to make bowling more accessible for individuals with physical challenges, a bowling ball ramp could be just what you need.

The most popular ramps are made of tubular aluminum. They are placed at the front of the lane and lined up for a direct path to the pins. The bowler simply gives the ball a slight push to send it rolling down

The PowerForce Bowling Accessory

One notable alternative that has emerged is the PowerForce bowling accessory. Like the IKAN Bowler®, the PowerForce accessory allows individuals with limited mobility to participate in bowling games. It attaches to power wheelchairs and gives users control over the speed, direction, and timing of the ball.

While the PowerForce accessory does not provide an exact replication of the IKAN Bowler® experience, it marks an important stride toward maintaining the legacy of inclusive sporting technology that IKAN Bowler® began.

Strike Force Bowling Arm

The Strike Force Bowling Arm is a manual wheelchair bowling device. Designed as a lightweight, attachable device, the Strike Force Bowling Arm is an accessible and affordable alternative. Though it lacks some of the automated features of the IKAN Bowler®, it offers an avenue for engagement in bowling for manual wheelchair users.

Looking into the Future: Opportunities for Innovation

The void left by the departure of IKAN Bowler® presents an opportunity for innovation in the realm of adaptive sports technology. The rise of devices such as the PowerForce Bowling Accessory, RoboCup™ Bowlbot, and Strike Force Bowling Arm suggest a promising future for inclusive sports technology.

These devices, though not exact replacements, ensure the continuation of the IKAN Bowler®'s mission of inclusion and fun in sports for individuals with disabilities. The new era of adaptive sports technology will likely see more inventions that build upon IKAN Bowler®'s legacy, expanding the boundaries of inclusive sports even further.

Conclusion: The IKAN Bowler® Legacy Lives On

The IKAN Bowler® marked a turning point in the world of adaptive sports, changing the narrative of disability in sports and paving the way for other devices to follow in its footsteps.

Although the IKAN Bowler® is no longer available, its legacy lives on through the people it empowered and the inspiration it provided for the development of future adaptive sports technologies.

Today, the PowerForce Bowling Accessory, RoboCup™ Bowlbot, and Strike Force Bowling Arm are continuing the mission, showing that the spirit of IKAN Bowler® is still very much alive.
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Cosmic Bowling: All you Need to Know for Beginner
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Semi-Fingertip Grip Bowling: How to Learn the Skill
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Do Pro Bowlers Use Wrist Support? How Does it Work?
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How to Throw a Bowling Ball [Straight & Hook]
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8 Tips for Bowling Mental Game: Bowling Best Routine
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299 Bowling Score: Second Perfect Bowling Score
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Are Bowling Alleys Profitable? Is It Worth to Investment?
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The Highest Score In Bowling Without A Strike [190 Points]
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Does a Bowling Ball Float or Sink?
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What is a Split Ball in Bowling? How to Avoid Them
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How Much Does It Cost to Drill a Bowling Ball?
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What Are Urethane Bowling Balls Good For & How to Maintain It
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Flying with Bowling Balls: Can You Bring It on Plane?
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Round 1 Prices 2023: All You Need to Know BEFORE Go
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Can You Redrill a Bowling Ball? [Redrill Pros & Cons]
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Are Bowling Alleys Flat? [No, Sloped!]
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Best Exercises for Bowlers to Make Strike
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Homemade Bowling Ball Cleaner [5 DIY Recipes]
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